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Teachable Moment: Thread Breaking Tips 
Reprinted with permission of WonderFil Specialty Threads 

Check our their website www.wonderfil.net 

 

Upper Thread Breaking: 

  ●Check your tension. 

  ●Rethread your machine. 

  ●Change your needle (Do you have the correct size for the 

thread you are using? Correct type of fabric you are using?) 

  ●Is the thread getting caught on the spindle?  Are you using a 

spool cap?  Often there are large and small  spool caps for your 

machine.  These help to prevent thread tangles.  Sometimes 

they work best pushed flat to the spool and other times they do 

better with the raised end pushed inside of the spool end. 

  ●Try using a thread stand or placing the thread to the side of 

the machine in a small cup or jar.  Try skipping the last thread 

guide. 

  ●Switch from a horizontal to a vertical spool position or vice 

versa. 

  ●Turn the spool over or to the other side.  Be careful if the 

spool has a thread catch slit on it, to turn that end of the spool 

away from the unwinding end. 

Bobbin Thread Breaking: 

  ●Pull out your bobbin case and rethread. 

  ●Is the bobbin in correctly? (Check your manual) 

  ●Are you using a bobbin designed for your machine? (Dollar 

store bobbins or those from other brands are not meant for your 

machine.) 

  ●Check for loose threads and lint buildup in the bobbin area. 

  ●Is the bobbin wound evenly? 

  ●Check your bobbin case tension. 

  ●Have you broken a needle recently?  Whenever you do,  

collect all of the bits and be sure that you have recovered the 

entire needle.  Stray bits of metal in your bobbin case is a  

no-no! 

COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE 
Hardin County Extension Office 
201 Peterson Drive, Elizabethtown, KY 42701 
 Phone (270)765-4121 
 Fax (270)769-0426      www.ces.ca.uky/hardin 
 



 

 

 

 
 President’s letter: 

 
Remember last winter when I said we’d soon be complaining about the heat.  I had no idea how soon 
that would be.  My poor plants!  I have to go to Florida next week for a few days – I was dreading it be-
cause of the Florida summer heat but it may not be so bad after all.  It’s been hotter here than in Tampa! 
Last winter it seemed like a good idea to stay in (where it was warm) and quilt; it still seems like a good 
idea to stay in (where it is cool) and quilt.  Actually, we’d be hard-pressed to find any type of weather 
that’s not suitable for quilting! 
 
Needless to say we had a great time at the May meeting.  Refreshments were super and some inspiring 
work was once again presented during show and tell. We appreciate Janice sharing some of her quilts 
with us.  Probably the most interesting thing about our featured stitcher program is getting to see how 
each quilter’s work has evolved.  Thanks Janice!  And thanks to Ann Davis for launching the “row 
robin”.  It should be a lot of fun. 
 
Foremost on my mind this month is the Fair. I hope everyone is working on something to submit.  You’ll 
find a list of quilt categories in this newsletter.  I’ve heard people say that they don’t enter because they 
won’t win.  The first place prize premium won’t even buy a yard of good fabric, so entering is not so 
much about the win.  Sure, there’s some pride in finding a ribbon attached to your quilt, but it’s just as 
satisfying to know that hundreds of people are enjoying your work and marveling at the art and creativ-
ity.  There are many other categories – crafts, sewing, painting, photography, gardening, canning, bak-
ing, 100’s of them actually – and you’re welcome to enter as many as you can.  Even though the Hardin 
County Fair is small by the standards of the fairs I grew up on, it’s still an important way for the rural 
and urban communities to connect.  In a predominantly rural area like this it’s something of a reward for 
the residents – especially the 4-H participants – and a perfect venue for displaying the versatile interests 
and accomplishments of the residents. You probably get that I believe in supporting the Fair in any way 
possible. 
 
All guild members have been invited to the Hardin County Public Library for the Lincoln exhibit open-
ing.  It will be an awesome event – the centerpiece of the exhibit, of course, being the Lincoln Quilt.  The 
program is at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, June 16, 2008.  I hope the Stitchers show up in force.   
 
The guide-to-the-quilt handbook is not ready yet – time to work on it being the only obstacle, but pro-
gress continues to be made. 
 
We will pay tribute to our out-going officers and install the new ones at our June meeting.  It is a potluck 
– meat and beverages will be provided.  We’ll have our usual show and tell plus some fun and games 
with prizes.  I hope to see you there.  Bring a quilt and bring a friend. 
 
Brenda 
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You can always tell a quilter from the threads she wears 
                                                  -Unknown 



                                                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                

  

 I began quilting in 2000 while stationed at Fort 
Leavenworth. During this time I was faced with many 
challenges in my life. Quilting really was therapeutic for 
me at this time. It gave me a sense of accomplishment, 
opportunity to explore new ideas, and to meet wonder-
ful women. These wonderful women taught me that life 
is  like a quilt-everything that goes into the making of 
the quilt gives it character and to enjoy life no matter 
what comes at you. There is good to be found in every 
situation you just have to be patient to see it through. 
  
I have always had a love affair with quilts. As a child I 
grew up with my grandmother's quilts which were 
stuffed with raw cotton. Unfortunately these beautiful 
quilts where destroyed in a house fire.  
  
I took my first quilt lesson from Jerry Stubbe, owner of 
the Quilter's Quarters in Leavenworth, Kansas. It is a 
four-point star pattern which is well used at home, road 
trips and I have even taken it to the hospital with me.  
  
A good time for me consists of getting up on a Saturday 
morning, putting on a pot of gumbo, watching westerns 
and quilting until I am satisfied, which most times it is 
after midnight. 
  
I enjoy quilting sessions, mystery quilts, retreats 
but most all of I enjoy the fellowship that quilting  
offers.  
 
                                                     Shirley Pittman         

We would like to wish a Happy 
Birthday to:  

Maxine Warnshuis - June 2nd 
Brenda Dennis - June 3rd 
Ann Davis - June 24th    
Lorraine Linton - June 26th  
Kathy Mitchell - June 28th 
Liz Kingsland - June 29th 
Lori Hockemeyer - June ? 
Peggy Barron - July 13th 
Sharon Lutz - July 16th 
Rebecca Schroeder - July 16th               

JUNE Meeting 

●   Annual Pot Luck  
Fat Quarter Exchange 

      ―Patriotic or Stars‖ 
Guy Quilt Showcase 

Row Round Robin 

Stitcher’s Village Swap 

More Information on the 

     Quilt Show 

Mark Your Calendars for 
These Upcoming Activities!  

 

ǅUFO Day  ï June 21st  

9:00 am - 5:00 pm  

ǅPainting on Fabric - Aug 9th  

ǅPizza/UFO Night - Aug 15th  

Shirley Pittman 
Meeting Projects & 

Upcoming Activities 

                  REFRESHMENT  LIST 
 

 
 

Please bring cups, plates & napkins for the drinks/snacks youôre providing. These are  

not supplied by the Extension Office. If you canôt attend the meeting that 
youôve signed up for, please find a substitute.        
    

               JUNE                                JULY 

        Annual Pot Luck Meeting                                  Jonagwen Dew    

      EVERYONE BRINGS A DISH                Kelly Pruitt    Kathy Goodman                                                                           

                                                                       

                                                                   We could use more help this month. 

FEATURED STITCHER FOR  JUNE 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

& Many More Quilts To Go! 

 

JULY Meeting 
Demo - Fabric Painting 

Row Round Robin 

Julyõs Featured Stitcher is Dixie Franklin 
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2008 Row Round Robin 

Ann Davis is in charge of the  Row by Row Quilt Exchange.  The theme is ñEarth Friendlyò  Quilters who 

would like to participate will create a ñHomeò row that measures 24-1/2 inches wide.  The row will be stored 

in a small box along with 2 to 4 fat quarters of focus fabric you would like to see used in your quilt.  Also in-

clude a label (backed with freezer paper for stability) and any instructions you want to specify.  For example, 

you may not want machine appliqué, or you really love any and all shades of magenta.  Include your name and 

phone number somewhere in or on the box and bring it to the June meeting.  You will be giving your box to 

another participant that night and you will receive a quilt box too.  Using the themes below as guidelines, you 

will add a 24-1/2 inch row (no limits on height) to the box.  Please be aware that quilters with some, much or a 

plethora of experience will be working on the quilts.  We only ask that you do YOUR best on each quilt you 

get.  Remember the ñHomeò row and try to capture the colors or the creator while adding your unique style.  It 

is important for the integrity of the project that all participants stay committed to the exchange for the six 

month allotted.  If you cannot make it to a quilt meeting and need to ñget and giveò a box, please designate 

someone as your ñgo betweenò.                                                     

Monthly Themes: 

June: Trade Home row     July: Sky     August: Plants     September: Animals                                     

October: Water     November: Ground     December/January: People 

At the January meeting, weôll lay out our rows on the tables for all to see.  Letôs keep the rows boxed each 

month until then.  At our June 2009 meeting, weôll have a quilt show of our finished creations.  This will be a 

great addition to our annual quilt show as well.  Have fun and be friendly, EARTH FRIENDLY, to your fabric 

and fabricators!       Any questions call Ann at 735-9106 or email at ftknox98@yahoo.com 

There are very few packets left.  If you 
would like to purchase any extra of the  
challenge fabric contact Ilse, there are 
about 4 yards left.  Challenge packs are 
$2.00 each. 

HEART OF KENTUCKY QUILT SHOW  

CHALLENGE -  òHEARTSó 

 
 
 
 

       
Stitcher member, Fran Hodges, won the Special    
Interest Group Scrapbook Award at this years        
Annual Homemakers meeting.   
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Block of the Month 

Exchange 
 

Civil War/Amish  
 

Junes block is the Five Patch Chain  



Fall Retreat  
 

 

 The fall retreat is scheduled 

for 23 Oct. thru 26 Oct. 

 

Location is the  

Loucon Training & Retreat  

Center, Laura Turner Lodge, 

Leitchfield. 

(You can check it out at 

www.loucon.org) 

 

Accommodations are 2 

queen size beds and a private 

bath in each room.  Twelve 

rooms total. 

 

Cost includes food: 

Thurs dinner thru Sun. lunch 

              $140.00 

Fri dinner thru Sun lunch 

              $100.00 

Lunch if arriving before din-

ner is $6.00 additional 

Insurance Fee is $5.00 

 

Deposits of $25.00 needs to 

be made by June 25th to 

hold your spot.   

 

There are 12 spots still open. 

 

 
FINAL PLANS  

COLLECTION OF ALL MONEY 

    (AT SEPTEMBER MEETING) 

 

 

Peanut Butter Pie (Marlene Ruby-Canaday, pg 103) 

 

4 oz softened cream cheese             1 container Cool Whip 

1 cup powdered sugar                     1/2 cup peanut butter 

1 graham cracker or Oreo cookie pie crust 

 

Mix together softened cream cheese, powdered sugar, peanut butter and 

3/4 container of Cool Whip.  Spread mixture in pie crust.  Top with  

remaining Cool Whip.  Refrigerate. 

 

RECIPE OF THE MONTH 

from 

STITCHERS STASH OF RECIPES COOKBOOK 

 

 
Debbie McQueary, who is a member of both the Stitchers and the 
Cecilia Homemakers, was presented the Homemaker of the Year 
Award for 2007-2008 at the Annual Homemakers Meeting. 
 

MORE STITCHER AWARDS 
 

There were several Stitchers that were BLUE RIBBON winners at 

the KEHA State Meeting n the Cultural Arts Exhibit last month. 

 

Brenda Arnett  -  Machine Applique (machine quilted) 

Fran Hodges  -  Machine Pieced (machine quilted) 

Martie Rose  -  Baby or Lap (hand quilted) 

Debbie McQueary  - Summer Holiday Decorations and 

                                                 Oil Painting, Art  

                     Congratulations to ALL !! 
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Hardin County Fair 
   The Stitchers Quilt Guild is in charge of set-up and 

tear-down of quilts during the county fair.    There will 

be a signup sheet for volunteers at the June meeting.  

As usual we can use all the help we can get.  Set-up will 

be on July 7th at 8:30 am.   

   There is always lots of food to keep you fortified 

throughout the day.  Any donations of food is always 

appreciated.  After the fair opens you can then go out 

and eat up that delicious fair food. 

   Tear-down will be on Sunday the 13th at approx. 

12:30 pm.  Verify times before showing up. 

   We will also need volunteers to sit at the show in the 

evenings and to sell tickets for our opportunity quilt. 

   Check out pages 7 and 8 of this newsletter for info on 

entering your quilts.  Be proud of your work and show 

it off at this years fair. 

 

 
 

   

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marla Stillwell 
County Extension Agent for 
4-H Youth Development 

 

NAME TAG DRAWING 
 

Kathy Conway  won the FQ for 
the name tag drawing in May. 
Remember to wear those 
quilted name tags so you have a 
chance to win each month. 

 

Treasurerõs Report  

 

MAY 2008  

               
Balance Brought Forward…..$2454.31 

 

INCOME 

Fall Retreat Deposits ............ ... 626.00 

Name Tag Fines…………………...1.50 

 

Total Income …………………$3081.81 

 

 

EXPENSES 

May Refreshments .................... .30.40 

Angotti Lodging ……………..….154.00 

 

Total Expenditures ………..….184.40 

 

Ending Balance……………....$2897.41 

 

 

Submitted by: Susan Byers 

                        Treasurer 
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STITCHERS ELECTIONS  

 

Elections were held during the May meeting and the 

below listed slate was accepted.  

 

1st Vice President - Margot Van Lengen  

2nd Vice President - Kathy Conway  

Secretary - Frances Heinen  

 

Officers will be installed at the June meeting.  

STITCHERėS VILLAGE BLOCKS 
If you attended the January workshop, you were 

asked to make 13 of your block.  Please bring 12 of 

your completed Stitcheršs  Village paper-pieced 

blocks to the June meeting   Attach address labels 

to the back of each block and put them in a  

ziplock bag. If you canšt attend the June meeting 

please get your blocks to Cindy Garrison or Kristen 

Otte. Blocks will be passed back out at the July 

meeting.  



SECTION 9 
    

FAMILY LIVING DEPARTMENT 
 

Chairman: Martha Thomas 
 

RULES: 
1.   Exhibits will be accepted Monday, July 7, 2008, beginning at 10:00 a.m. and ending at 4:00 p.m.   
      NO EXHIBITS WILL BE ACCEPTED AT ANY OTHER TIME. 

 
2.   Exhibitor will be limited to one entry in each class, but may exhibit in all classes. 
 
3.   If there is more than one article in any exhibit they should be fastened together. 
 
4.   Perishable food should be covered with clear transparent material. 
 
5.   All canned foods must be in standard jars with rings.  NO rusty lids or rings accepted. 
 
6.   When one article is entered in a class, it will be judged on its merit for first, second or third prize or none 

at all. 
 
7.   Items having won first prize in 2007 are not eligible for exhibiting in 2008. 

 
8.   Items not winning first place will be limited to entry for two years only. 
 

9.   All entries MUST be made by the person entering except in collectible items. 

10.  All exhibitors should be residents of Hardin County. 

11.  Awards to be given to the 1st and 2nd place winners having an entry contained in the Ball/Kerr canning jar 
and Ball/Kerr canning lids. 

 
12.  Absolutely no soiled items accepted.  
 
13.  All items should be kept intact for display until Sunday, July 13, 2008 
 
14.  Exhibits must be picked up between 1:00 p.m. and 3:00 p.m. Sunday, July 13, 2008. 
 
15.  In each Family Living section there will be a sponsored award and a ―Best of Show‖ ribbon. 
 
16.  After 3:00 p.m. all exhibitors may have to pay the gate admission when making an entry.  Exhibitors to 

which this will apply should plan to have an evening at the fair. 
 
17.  Exhibitors may use and are encouraged to use address labels on exhibit entry tags. 

18.  Fair Board is not responsible for any damage to fair entries.  Enter at your own risk. 
 
19.  Flower Department Entries will be taken from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Judging will be at 4:30 p.m. 
 
20.  Perishable culinary items will be judged on Monday, July 7, 2008 at 4:30 p.m. 

 
21.  Judges decisions are final! 
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QUILTS 

Chairpersons: Homemaker Quilt Guild Clubs 
Exhibitors: If available, please include name of quilt pattern on index card to be displayed with quilts. 

 
BED SIZED QUILTS (TWIN TO KING SIZED) LARGER THAN 75” X 98” 
1.  Pieced – Machine quilted     8.00 5.00 3.00 
2.  Pieced – Hand quilted                   8.00              5:00 3.00 
3.  Appliquéd – Machine quilted                  8.00         5:00 3.00 
4.  Mixed pieced & appliquéd–hand or machine quilted               8.00              5.00 3.00 
5.  Other Techniques                   8.00         5.00 3.00  
 
WALL HANGING AND LAP SIZED QUILTS  
6.  Pieced – Machine quilted                  8.00         5.00 3.00 
7.  Pieced – Hand quilted                  8.00         5.00 3.00 
8.  Appliquéd – Machine quilted                  8.00         5.00 3.00 
9.  Appliquéd – Hand quilted                  8.00         5.00 3.00 
10. Mixed Pieced & appliquéd–hand or machine quilted               8.00              5.00 3.00 
 
OTHER QUILTS 
11. Baby Quilts                                8.00         5.00 3.00 
12. Art Quilts                                 8.00         5.00 3.00 
13. Miniature Quilts                               8.00         5.00 3.00 
14. Un-quilted Tops                               8.00         5.00 3.00 
15. Quilted Table Runners                              8.00         5.00 3.00 
16. My First Quilt                               8.00              5.00 3.00 
17. Quilt made by two individuals (Quilt made by two people where  

one person completes the quilt top by hand or by machine.  
The second person does the quilting by hand. - NEW 8.00 5.00 3.00  

18. Quilt made by 2 individuals (Quilt made by two people where  
one person completes the quilt top by hand or by machine.  
The second person does the quilting by machine. - NEW 8.00 5.00 3.00   

19. Quilt made by a group (Quilt made by four or more people,   
hand or machine pieced, hand quilted, with a minimum perimeter  
measurement of at least 300‖. Make entry in name of the group.     
No size requirement.                                           8.00              5.00           3.00 

20. Holiday Quilt                                8.00         5.00 3.00 
21. Quilted Clothing                               8.00         5.00 3.00 
22. Young Quilt Maker (through grade 12) - NEW                           8.00         5.00 3.00 
23. Block Of The Month Quilt                              8.00         5.00 3.00  
24. Tack Quilt                                8.00         5.00 3.00   
25. Other Techniques                               8.00         5.00 3.00 
26. Paper Pieced (foundation pieced)                 8.00         5.00 3.00   
27. Children’s art quilts                               8.00         5.00 3.00  
28. Serger Quilts                               8.00         5.00 3.00 
29. Antique Quilts                               8.00         5.00 3.00  
30. T-Shirt Quilts                               8.00             5.00           3.00       
31. First Fair Entry – NEW                              8.00             5.00 3.00 
 
NOTE:  There are other categories where you can enter quilted items, so you need to pick up a copy of the 
fair book from the Extension Office.   
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WEBSITES TO CHECK OUT 
 

www.lostquilts.com  

 Dedicated to displaying lost and stolen quilts.  

www.fibreandstitch.com  

 For the fibre artist and many free projects.  

www.mywildflowerdesigns.com  

 Site by Katherine Sands who was a vendor at the 2007 quilt show.  

www.joggles.com  

 Everything for the textile, cloth doll and mixed media artist.  

www.quilterscache.com  

 Home of a gazillion traditional and lots of Marcia Hohnõs original block 

 designs.  Referred to a lot by the guild for guild projects.  

www.quiltuniversity.com  

 Expand your quilting horizons from the comfort of your home with 

 online classes.  Note: There is a fee for all classes.  

 

If you have a great website you would like everyone to know about email it 

to kelly.pruitt@us.army.mil.  If you have anything you would like to put in 

the newsletter, email Kelly also.  
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Wonder which one is which.  Looks like they 
are trying to tell us something. 

Sharon Whitfield is showing her completed 
top at the May meeting. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

JULY HIGHLIGHTS 

 

Sun Painting Demo 

 
Row Round Robin 

 

  
 

 

  

 

 

       

  

    

 

JUNE HIGHLIGHTS 

 

Stitchers Annual Potluck 
 

Stitchers Village Swap 

 

Row Round Robin 

Civil War/Amish BOM 

Guy Quilt Showcase 

Officerôs Installed 

Stitchers Quilt Guild 

Hardin County Extension Office 
201 Peterson Drive 
Elizabethtown, KY 42701 


